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PREFACE

—

Sir Sarvapalii Radhakrishnan

We are living m an age swmlar to the one m which the
Romans were at the tume of the barbarian wmvasions. Tacitus n
the Preface to his Histories writes : “We are entering upon the
history of a perwd rich wm disasters, gloomy with wars, rent with
seditions, and savage 1 its very hours of peacethere was defile-
ment of sacred nites, adulteries in high places, the sea was crowded
with exies, 19land rocks drenched with murder. All was one
delarwum of hate and terror ; slaves were bribed to betray thewr
masters, freed men thew patrons ; he. who had no enemy was
destroyed by hus friend.” The real cause .of the present chaotic
condition of the world s a new pagamsm which has displaced the
ancient rehigous cultures. The pagarmsm which says not  “Blessed
are the meek for they shall inherit the earth”, but “blessed are
the strong for they possess the earth.” The remedy for the pre-
sent condition 15 a revwval of the true spurit of rehigion. Gandha
appeals to us to adopt 1t. He proclavms that the law of love 1s not
alen to human nature, that it will make for freedom and social
progress, +f we let love wnfluence our social consciousness War
15 a crime. It 15 opposed to curihsed hfe, it 1s unworthy of human
bengs. It s false to suggest that it 1s a blessing wn disguise that
at will help us to realise noble avms. Whatever good ends are
amed at by war, can be achieved by the apphcation of peaceful
methods. In a world sunk mn savagery, Gandhip stanls up for
the adoption of the smrit of true love.

To Indwa hus message s the same. Qur pohitical freedom
can be won not by catch words but by constructwe work, by the
development of the capacity to uork together, face dificulties, and
dispose of them wm a spuit of charity and love. His name unll
continue to be honoured as long as conhisation lasts. Ths book 15
a collection of poems contnbuted by wnriters mn different languadges,
paymng thewr homage to the great personality of Mahatma Gandh:.
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Gandhi Maharaj,
Sri Rabindranath Tagore

We, who follow Gandhi Maharaj’s lead,
Have one thing in common among us;

We never fill our purses with spoils from the poor
Nor bend our knees the rich,

When they come bullying to us
With raised fist and menacing stick,
, We smile to them, and say,
Your reddening stare
May startle babies out of sleep
But how frighten those who refuse to fear ?

Our speeches are straight and simple,

No diplomatic turns to twist their meaning!
Confounding Penal Code,

They guide with perfect ease the victims
To the border of jail.

And when these crowd the path of the prison gate
Their stains of insult are washed clean,

Their age-long shackles drop to the dust,
And on their forehead are stamped

Gandhiji’s blessings.
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Eternal India
Srimati Sarojini Naidu

Thou whose unaging eyes have gazed upon

‘The visions of Time’s glory and decay,

Round thee have flowere-like centuries rolled away-.
Into the silence of primeval dawn,

Thou hast out-lived Earth’s empires and outshone
The fabled grace and grandeur of their sway,

The far-famed rivals of thine yesterday

Iran and Egypt, Greece and Babylon,

Sealed in Tomorrow’s vast abysmal womb.
What do thy grave prophetic eyes {foresee

Of swift or strange world-destiny and doom?
What sudden kingdoms that shall rise and fall,
While thou dost still survive, surpass them all,
Secure, surpreme, in ageless ecstacy?

Gandhi

Srt Humayun Kabir

Across vast spaces and vast times he strode
buoyed upon the hopes of ancient race,
achieving courage out of dark despair.

Like a huge serpent resting coil on coil
slept the vast country in involuted sloth,
but a breath of life stirs every vein,

for Gandhi breaks the charm of t'nagic sleep,
brings back life till age long lassitude

drops like old dead skin from frozen limbs.
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A puny figure strides upon the scene

of vast and elemental suffering : Strides
against the back-ground where slow death
paints in dull phantasmagoral grey

the end of all endeavours, hope and faith.
What secret magic transforms the scene ?
Whence springs forth a deep abiding force
that thrills the landscape with abundant life
till the puny figure dominates the scene,
over vast and elemental suffering triumphs,
and with new birth’s pain and radiance shoots

the landscape’s dull phantasmagoral grey ?

The static, dead and slothful continent,
thrills to a new song of hope, of forward move.

The momentum gathers, the masses shake,
and strain and quiver for the onward march

from slow-decaying death to resplendent life.

A lone figure stands upon the sands of time,
stands upon the shores of India’s timeless space,
d,raws upon its vast and primeval wells

of granite suffering and immortal hopes :
Launches India’s resistless caravan

into adventures new, a pernilous path

where out of life’s substance must be carved

new values, new directions, order new—
GANDHI, Mahatma, India’s Leader, India’s soul.
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Gandhi

Mary Siegrist

Who is it walks across the world today,
A Christ or Buddha on the common way
This man of peace through whom all India draws

Breathlessly near to the eternal will ?
Hush, what if on our earth is born again

A leader who shall conquer by the sign

Of one who went strange ways in Nazareth ?

Wheo is it sits within his prison cell

The while his spirit goes astride the world ?

This age—fulfilling one through whom speak out

The Vedas and the Upanishads—whd nt

Naked and hungry forth to find the plﬁ%:

Where human woe is deepest and to feel

The bitterest grief of India’s tragic land?

Whose is this place thatkchallenges the world,

That calls divine resistance to a will

No man upholds 7 Whose is this voice

Through whom the orient comes articulate ?

Whose love is this that is an unsheathed sword

To pierce the body of hypocrisy ?

Whose silence this that calls across the world ?

In this strange leader are all races met ;

In his heart East and West are one immortally,

Through him love sounds her clarion endlessly
* To millions prostrate who have lain age long
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Beneath the oppressor’s heel, unwearied saint
Who gives them back the ancient memory
Of a great dawn, a lot inheritance ?

In his deep prison there in India

Somehow abreast with sun and sky he waits.
What is again, a Christ is crucified

By some reluctant pilate-if again

The blind enact their old Gethsemane ?

Tread softly, world, perhaps a christ leads on
To-day in India.

Gandhi

Sri Benjamin Collins Woodbury

When shall there be again revealed a Saint,

A holy man, a Saviour of his race,

When shall the Christ once more rivals His face ?
Gautama left his bode without complaint,

Till weary, hungered, desolate and faint

He sank beneath the Bo-Tree with his load,

As on the path of solitude he stood;

And Jesus died to still the sinner’s plaint.

Lives there a man as faithful to his vow ?
Mahatma to a bonded race of men ?

Aye, Gandhi seeks his nation’s soul to free:
Upto the least, ye do it unto Me !

Hath Buddha found in peace Nirvana now,
Or doth a Christ walk on the earth again ?
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To Democracy
Sri Harindranath Chattopadhyaya

He is the symbol of the world’s white peace,
His light no tpranny dare touch or dim

The countiy now behind the bars with him
Will find release only with his release.

{
Democracy ! Is it not more than odd
That you should gag the one who stands for you ?
‘We are to wrath now even to cry - ‘O God /
Forgve them for they know mot what they do ?

Release him—‘now’... History cannot wait,
Release him for the hour is red with-strife;
Release him for the hour is full of fate;
Democracy ! it shall decide your life.

Let not Humanity’s relentless pen

Dipped in his blood pronounce you but a lie,
‘Which it shall do if now the man of men
Behind the bars should bid the world good-bye

Ring the Temple Bells
Sri S. K. Dongre

There’s jubilation o’er the country wide,
Because her patriot saint, her greatest son,
Hath, through a fiery ordeal sorely tried,
By force of soul alone a victory won.
When he proclaimed his fast, a death-like gloom
Spread like a depending shadow through the land
And many thought it was the crack of doom,
And dread disasters seemed to be at hand
And prayers went forth to God from heﬁrth and
ome
All o’er the world, in near and distant parts :
The spreading sky became a temple dome
Beneath which millions knelt with throbbing
hearts... ...
Rejoice and ring the temple bells aloud,
For now he smiles and waves Truth’s banner proud
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Mahatma Gandhi

Sr1 Jeannete Tompkins

“But what was'nt ye out jor o see ?,
A reed shaken by the wend ?”
There was this man,
Who strove to see

Truth, veiled within
Mortality.
His flesh he scorned,
And fleshly bonds;
Yet saw his brother’s
Bleeding wounds.
In love, he turned
His soul, to find
Freedom from pain
For humankind.
And found an Empire
In his path—
He seized a weapon—
Love, not wrath.
Even his enemies
He loved
Stones, blows, nor jail,
His kindness moved.
The Empire rides
Its bloody way ;
His kingdom not
Of this brief day.
Love knows no bondage
Kings have thrown,
But claims the universe
Its own.
Across the world
Ten watching wait
Before that humble
Home of {ate,
Where love is reigning
Over power
And coming into
Its own hour.
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The Old Man
Sri L. N. Sahu

Gandhi, the old man, Gandhi, the old man,
Oh; how strong is he, oh wonderful, indeed,
He dies not, kill him if you will, he dies not.
He is immortal, he is a Satyagrahi, he is an
Undying hero.
Gandhi, the old man,
Is built after many a Sadhna,
He fought with the fire of youth,
He fought with the flames of desire,
He killed all ignoble impulse, he rose high,
He played with the wind, he played with the fire
in the company of high stars,
He crosses past them, he sees the Mahamaheswari,
the mother of the universe.
He walks over the earth, walks over another,
yet another,
Every place is his, nothing strange.
He is power, being one with the Mahamaya.
This is Gandhi, the old man.
He lives, as the embodiment of the ache and anger
of Hindustan.
He is all fire, he is all beauty.
For over twenty years he passes through what fire!
He pulls the whole of Hindustan with him through
power, through deliverance.
The enemy is all round, the war-drums are
beating high,
But Gandhi, the old man, who has crossed the
youth safely,
A great Sadhak, all ascetic in mind,
He is India’s living voice and symbol.
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The Martyred Man
Sri Sadhu T. L. Vaswani

T woke this morn with a song in my heart
Like the breeze in yon tree;

It said: “The Dream will yet come true;
For God’s dreams are Deeds ;

And India’s Dream of Liberty is His.”
“Where is the way to victory ?”’ I asked;
And my lute answered :

“They who suffer win.”

Woalled and sentinelled to-day

Is the great-souled Gandhi ;

But when did walls and prison bars
Sunder soul from soul ?

The saint in suffering has to-day,

His mystic throne in a million hearts ;
And round the world the rumour runs ,

“Might battles with Right once.”

Imprisoned,—they say ,

I say: his soul goes marching on ,

And even in the dark,

His faith, springing up as the light,
was]



Speeds from heart to heart ;
And still his meek spirit leads
The struggle which has one only end:

TFor freedom cannot die.

Homage to him :—

The Apostle of Unity and Love;

I see his vision pass

Into the Nation-Life,

Over us still the blessings of heroes

And the gods and 7isius of old;

And still our Gandhi leads us on.

Comrades, at this dark hour of our Destiny,

I yet believe in this belief,

I yet have faith that something Beautiful

Will be the final end of India’s ills;

And every morning sun

I worship with a wounded heart, '
Brings the healing message of the Martyred Man :

A suffering nation still shall win.



Mahatma Gandhi

Sri Yone Noguchi
Not a king in agony, /
But a saintly little goat smiling on his bare legs,
Cricket-lean, steel-stiff.

(Gandbhi is lying down ill in a tent pitched on the
roof of a house

Where the love of the sunlight falls like rain.)
Pointing at a cotton bag on his head, he says:

“Sprang I from the earth,—‘tis Indian earth that
crowns me!’

Feeling safer to be paid by God what the world
owes him,

A warrior in combat near Heaven with a prospect
of unseen victory,

Blowing a bugle that rings to the last gulf of Hell,
A lonely hero challenging the future for response,
Withered and thin,

But with a mammoth soul shaltang the world in fear ;
Through this man love, profaned and ignored,

Through this man life’s independence, shattered
and fallen,

Through this man, body—labour thrown froni
honour and prize,

%07 &1 R



Cry rebel-call against tyranny. May God’s justice
assent and praise !

A sad chanter of life close to the mother-earth,

(Where is there a more burning patriot than this
man ?)

A lone seeker of truth denying the night and self-
pleasure,

(Where is there a more prophetic soul than this

man’s ?) )

-

A pilgrim along the endless road of hunger and
SOITOW.

In joy of seeking a2 man in the form mnature first
fashioned,

A man worshipping God through serving the poor,

A man feeling lighter because of his possesions

all lost,
(“Who but the poor can save other poor ")
I left Gandhi’s tent, descending the staircase,

Into the outward yard where nature, unknown to
caste and censure,—

Birds and trees are magnanimous in peaceful song.
Under the shade of tree, three goats are playing,—

I pass by them, the symbol of toleration and love

Len ST S



Tread softly, world, perhaps a Christ lead.
Today 1n India. -
P. 161.
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